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It is always a busy me in the lead up to Christmas and here at Midway we definitely had our hands 

full. From the Interna onal Day of People with Disability celebra ons to the Christmas  

pageant and Midway Christmas Party, there were so many opportuni es to get together and  

par cipate in the community. We hope everyone had a wonderful Christmas and New Year  

celebra ons and we look forward to sharing more with you in 2020.   

T 
he Midway 

End of Year 

Christmas 

Party was 

held at the Halls 

Head Parade  

Community and 

Sports Facility on 7 

December. It was a 

great day of  

celebra on with  

family, friends and 

staff. The wildlife display, games, music, 

facepain ng and sausage sizzle are always 

popular but it is the chance to relax and  

visit with each other that makes the day so 

special. Of course we have a reliable group 

of helpers behind the scenes who make the 

day run so smoothly, and we thank you all 

for your hard work and though ulness in 

making this day such a success. 
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On December 5th, Midway clients and staff had the amazing honour to be the banner holders in the 

annual Mandurah Christmas Pageant. The Christmas Pageant is always a hugely popular community 

event and it's a great excitement for us to par cipate ‐ you couldn't wipe the smiles off our faces.  

2019 Christmas Pageant 
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Page 4 Midway Musings 

 

 

Cooking Pathways Program 

Midway have recently commenced a new Cooking Pathways Program, with a difference. 
This exciting new program is called Matt & Yolande’s Midway Cooking Classes and is helmed 
by Matthew Sims & Yolande Begg as the Executive Chefs, assisted by Tammy Miley as their 
Sous-Chef. Matt & Yolande held a meeting in October to decide which recipes they would like 
to teach other people how to cook and they ended up with a fantastic 5 week cooking  
program that included delicious meals such as Beef & Vegie Noodle Stir Fry,  Fruit Salad, 
Pork & Beef Roast with Roast Vegies,  Custard & Fruit, Zucchini & Carrot Slice, Banana Cake, 
just as a few examples. 
Each week Matt & Yolande teach the course participants how to cook 1 chosen recipe each 
and after all the cooking and clean-up has been completed, everyone sits down to a  
beautifully table clothed and set table to enjoy their meals. 
The first of these 5 week programs has now come to an end, but Matt & Yolande will be 
back and are looking forward to starting a brand new program menu in 2020. 
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MIDWAY DRUMMING GROUP 

On the 3rd of December, as part of celebra ons for Interna onal Day of People with Disability,  

Midway Drumming Group performed for the public at the Mandurah Performing Arts Centre. This was 

followed by a free sausage sizzle for the community, run by Midway clients and staff. Malcolm led the 

Drumming Group through a variety of beats, a favourite being “The Lion Sleeps Tonight”. It’s always a 

crowd‐pleaser and gets the toes tapping. Congratula ons and we look forward to more performances. 
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International Day of People With Disability BBQ 

Midway was very happy to be recognised at the 2019 Resilient Australia Awards for our  
contribution to the Prepare the Peel Project. The project is aimed to enhance emergency  
preparedness; raising awareness and better preparing for emergency events. This award is  
credited to the staff and clients of both Mulga houses, who have worked diligently to  
prepare both properties to be fire ready. 

Prepare the Peel Project 
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CEO and part‐ me judge—Heath awarding 

Cer ficates to Anne e and Mel 

“As We Are” Regional Art Exhibition 

Brett Dusting has been attending an art class each week out at Pinjarra Edenvale Homestead 
for a number of years. 
His teacher Tricia Coffey volunteers her time and energies for a small class that share Brett’s 
passion for art and friendships. She is very skilled at breaking down each brushstroke and 
techniques required before transferring their learned skill onto canvas for the finished  
artwork.  
Each year they work towards putting their best piece of artwork into the annual “As We Are” 
exhibition  which was recently conducted in Perth. This has become a prestigious event on 
the WA art calendar and one that includes only a handful of awards presented after being 
scrutinized by a professional judging panel. 
It gives us great pleasure to announce that Brett was presented one of six awards from the 
exhibition for “Artistic Excellence” and also receiving a $500 cash prize. Further to this, his 
painting was sold at the exhibition for over $100 which gives you some idea of the respect 
and value Brett and his fellow art colleagues hold in the art community and public in general. 
Your Mulga friends, staff and all of Midway commend you Brett for your contribution to the 
art community and for the beautiful paintings you share with us. Well done to you. 
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH MIDWAY 

Jennifer has been volunteering at Vinnies for a few months now. Every week Jen has been  

learning something new. There are a variety of tasks to be done, from cleaning shelves to se ng up  

displays. Jen enjoys sor ng through the donated clothing. It’s an important role as  the  

clothing has to be quality checked for stains, pulls or any other problems. Next Jen tags them and puts 

them on the racks. Keep up the great work Jen! 

Nicole was off to a 
good start with a win at 
the first night of Peel  
Community Night Bowls  
competition  

Congratulations to the 
whole team. 
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH MIDWAY 

The gentlemen of Esprit have been hard at work setting up their garden beds for Summer. They 
have planted vegies and are looking forward to a bumper crop! Many thanks to Mary for her 
kind donation of several plants.  The gardens look spectacular. 
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH MIDWAY 

Monclair hosted a Christmas Card  
Scrapbooking Workshop followed by a 
shared lunch. This workshop was  
enjoyed by all, with lots of laughs—and 
everyone took home 2 or 3 Christmas 
cards. The ladies also attended the  
musical “Cats” and met personally with 
some of the stars. 

Nathan has been achieving one of his 
goa l s  by  sh redd ing  a t  the  
Midway office once a week. This is a 
job he really enjoys and looks forward 
to. He has also joined a cricket team. 
Great work Nathan! 
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Employees of the Month 
Midway is always happy to recognise the excellence and dedication of our staff. 
Congratulations to the following staff members for being awarded Employee of 
the Month. Your movie gift cards will be in the mail to you soon.  

October Employee of the Month is awarded to Brian Pett. Brian  
constantly uses a person centred approach with clients and promotes their  
independence all day, every day. Brian is an amazing support worker not only in 
his own role, but assists others if he sees them struggling. He is a great team 
player and always has a smile on his face, no matter what. You are an asset to 
Midway Brian.  

December Employee of the 
Month is awarded to Rachael Hayes. 
Rachael’s willingness to take on  
challenges, her attitude and proactive 
approach with the clients is  
outstanding. She has demonstrated 
great patience and has the ability to  
develop a trusting, supportive  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  c l i e n t s .  
Congratulations Rachael. Well  
deserved.  

November Employee of the 
Month  
We would like to recognise these  
worthy recipients for the month of  
November—Malcolm McElwee, Karen 
Murty, Karen Dahm and Kym Cole.  
Thank you all for your commitment 
and dedication to the Midway  
Drumming Group. Malcolm’s passion,       
experience and skills with the clients 
and the i r  own pass ion and  
involvement with the music is so  
evident on their faces. Karen, Kym 
and Karen worked tirelessly on  
costumes for the group and their  
input and support leading up to  
performance day in December was  
invaluable.  


